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The ministry and premiership of Mirza Hossein Khan Moshir-ud-Dawlah,
known as Sepahsalar (1249-1259) in the Nasser era is considered a turning point
in terms of efforts to carry out comprehensive reforms towards Iran's
modernization. Among his most important reforms, military programs have a
prominent position and importance. The present article attempts to examine his
military reforms with a descriptive-analytical method and in terms of the theory
of discourse analysis. The main question is what approach did Sepahsalar's
discourse have on military issues? It seems that the core of Sepahsalar's military
discourse was the formation of a modern military force to defend Iran's rights
and national sovereignty in the domestic and foreign arenas. The findings of this
study show that in order to achieve this goal, he took the following measures:
purchasing modern equipment and weapons from the West, setting a regular and
independent budget for the Ministry of the Army and organizing the financial
situation of the military, hiring foreign advisors for new training for the military
forces, and trying to legalize the country's military apparatus by enacting and
compiling new laws. It can be said that these measures were able to lead to a
favorable situation in the military forces and provide the necessary structure and
platform for subsequent efforts to form a modern national army in Iran.
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