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The plague or Black Death is one of the contagious and deadly diseases that
mankind has faced throughout its life; so that news of the outbreak and deaths
caused by it have been recorded by historians and travelers. Iran faced this
disease repeatedly in the 13th century AH, but due to the lack of modern health
laws and the helplessness of doctors in controlling this disease, its mortality rate
increased compared to other diseases. This research, using a descriptive-
analytical method and relying on unpublished documents and library resources,
seeks to answer the question of what are the factors of the spread of the plague
and the strategies to deal with it in the states of Kermanshah and Kurdistan
during the Qajar period?

The results of this research showed that factors such as foreign trade; traders and
pilgrims; vermin and rodents such as rats; poverty and poor public and personal
hygiene played a role in the spread of the disease. The most important strategies
to combat this disease have been to leave infected areas, establish quarantine,
rely on rainfall to reduce the disease, disinfect the infected area with lime, and
burn infected clothing. On the other hand, the spread of this disease could have
led to increased mortality and population decline, disruption of social relations,
closure of markets and commercial activities, and closure of borders.
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- Shahraki,A.H. Carniel,E. Mostafavi , E.
Plague in Iran: its history and current status,
Epidemiology and Health, Volume: 38,
2016033, 12, 2016.
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