A
L?,J New Researches in the Studies of the History of Islam and Iran S -

B Lorestan University

Online ISSN: 3060-7671

Autumn and Winter 2024, 1 (2), 150-161.

A look at the Tatbir tradition and its social consequences in the Qajar
period (1789- 1925 AD) from the perspective of European travelers

Alireza Golshani*®'=" | Farideh Farzi 2

1. Corresonding Author, Postdoc Researcher of History of Islamic Iran, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahid
Beheshti University, TEHRAN, IRAN. E-mail: golshani_22@yahoo.com

2. PhD of the History of Islamic Iran, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Imam Khomeini International University of
Qazvin, QAZVIN, IRAN. E-mail: farzi.farideh@yahoo.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research

Avrticle history:

Received: 6 August 2024

Accepted: 21 October 2024

Published online: 3 February
2025

Keywords:

Tatbir, Muharram mourning,
Social History,

Qajar period, Iran.

Many beliefs that are based on ideology or are beyond testing, observation, and
experience are known as superstitions. One of the important factors of social
backwardness in the Qajar period, which was fueled and pushed Iran backward
compared to other civilized nations of contemporary history, was some extremely
superstitious traditions that also paved the way for a period of intellectual and
ideological decline in the religious and religious principles of Iranian Shiites. The
tradition of beating people with a stick, whose emergence dates back to the
Safavid period, reached its peak during the Qajar period; to the point where it
endangered public health and hygiene. The tradition of beating people with a stick
in Iran was suddenly supported by the rulers and some scholars and became very
popular, and this issue tarnished the image of Shiism in the world of that day.
This issue has been given great attention by Iranian historians of the Qajar period
and foreign tourists as one of the superstitious traditions of the Iranian Shiite
community. In this research, with the help of documents, memoirs, local history
texts, and travelogues of foreign travelers, the status of the tradition of beheading
and its consequences on social developments during the Qajar period are
examined.
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